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A Decision-making Support Sheet for People with Poor Decision-making
Ability Helps Them to Live with Personal Authenticity:

A look at the “adult guardianship’ system of X City

Yoshinori Kayama

Against the backdrop of the shift from “surrogate decision-making” to “decision-making sup-
port,” as required by the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, this study investigates
the value of achieving a lifestyle of personal authenticity and specific methods of doing this. It begins
with a review of Japan’s legal system and various guidelines, positioning decision-making support as
an extension of arguments about self-determination and empowerment. The focus then shifts to X
City’s “adult guardianship system,” with the presentation of a case study of the development and ap-
plication of a “decision-making support sheet” based on the five basic human needs of Choice Theory
psychology. The sheet functions as a tool for precisely uncovering the desires of an individual and
visualizing a process of team support from decision-making to realization. As it makes use of the
strengths of the adult guardian (supporter) to make up for the shortcomings of the supported individ-
ual, this approach makes it possible to deliver support that not only solves problems, but also helps
the individual to pursue a personal authenticity, thereby helping to build a positive relationship be-
tween the supporter and supported. This study points to the importance of decision-making support
that contributes to the creation of an inclusive society by shifting attention from merely ensuring a
minimum standard of living to achieving the right to pursue happiness.
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Examining the Basis of ‘Private Publicness’:

An analysis of the publicness assumed by private sector entities
and its reconstruction in our information society

Tatsuo Tsukiji

This study sets out to shed light on the basis for the establishment of publicness provided by the
private sector (“private publicness”) and examine the reconstruction of publicness in our information
society. To begin, we confirmed the theories of publicness proposed by Arendt and Habermas and
philosophically reviewed the notion of private sector publicness with reference to Searle’s social on-
tology. Next, in accordance with Shunpei Kumon’s emergent social systems model, we examined the
publicness of autonomous network systems using autonomous driving transportation systems as a case
study. Additionally, in the context of the dysfunction of private publicness and the growing demand
for publicness by private companies, we explored the conditions for publicness in emergent network
social systems. From the result of this investigation, we identified conditions for substantiating the
publicness of smart mobility network services, envisioning a new structure of publicness for our in-

formation society.
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Changes in Recipients and Methods of Childcare
for Children with Disabilities:

Institutional reorganization based on Ministry of Health,
Labour and Welfare Notifications (1974-2003)

Ryo Date

This study aims at assessing historical changes in the childcare system for children with disabili-
ties in Japan to examine shifts in national policies and responses. Interest in children with disabilities
grew with the establishment of the Maternal and Child Health Law in 1965. A report by the Central
Child Welfare Council in 1973 then led to a shift in the focus of childcare policy for children with
disabilities from “special measures” to “childcare.” This study analyzes the notifications and directives
issued by the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare (formerly the Ministry of Health and Welfare)
from 1974 to 2003 (the year when services began to be financed from general government funds), to
summarize the changes in recipients and methods of childcare for children with disabilities. In 1974,
childcare services began to be provided for children with mild disabilities aged four and older. In
1978, services were expanded to include children with moderate disabilities. In 1995, services were
repositioned as “special childcare programs.” In 2003, the financing of services began to be financed
from general government funds. While efforts were made to deploy additional childcare staff and en-
hance childcare services throughout this period, addressing the needs of children with severe disabili-
ties and providing support for children requiring medical care remained challenges. To this day, there
is still a need to further improve the quality of childcare for children with disabilities and to create
environments in which all children can feel safe and secure.
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