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From Religious Mind to Religious Demand:

The Positioning of Masahisa Uemura in the Philosophy of Religion in Japan

Tadayoshi Furuso

This paper aims to situate the thought of Masahisa Uemura in the context of the philosophy of
religion in Japan. Heavily influenced by Pascal, Vinet, and other thinkers of the Francophone world,
Uemura discussed religion from the standpoint of religious mind. Like Uemura, Manshi Kiyozawa
and Kitard Nishida, who have already been placed within philosophy of religion in Japan, used “relig-
ious mind” or “religious demand” as a point of departure in elaborating their philosophy of religion.
Uemura’s ideas connect deeply with those of Kiyozawa and Nishida. Although their contents were
based on Christian beliefs, Uemura’s discussions on the philosophy of religion were aimed at helping
readers to acquire a religious mind free from the constraints of Christianity, with reference to ancient
and modern ideas and literature, both western and eastern. This style of thought is similar to that of
Rydsen Tsunashima, who discussed religion from a foundation of religious experience. Accordingly,
by positioning Masahisa Uemura at the starting point of philosophy of religion in Japan, we can view
this field as the development of various strains of thought, including those of Rydsen Tsunashima,
that have not been situated within Japanese philosophy of religion until now.
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The Genealogy of Sex Studies in Cultural Anthropology

Zheng Du

This paper examines how sexuality research has been approached in anthropology through a re-
view of ethnographic studies in cultural anthropology. Sexual practices have been a subject of investi-
gation since the classical period of cultural anthropology. Malinowski, through his fieldwork, focused
on the “transition from nature to culture,” asserting that there are no universal sexual behaviors. From
a gender perspective, previous research highlighted that gender differences are sociocultural con-
structs, and gender norms are neither self-evident nor natural but the result of cultural, historical, and

s

power dynamics. Addressing the concept of “compulsory heterosexuality,” which stems from these
power dynamics, anthropology has explored the “third gender” to reveal relationships that cannot be
fully explained by sexual desire alone.

In recent years, with the growth of capitalist markets and the development of feminist move-
ments, studies on sexual practices involving monetary exchanges have garnered increasing attention.
This paper’s analysis reveals that such sexual practices are not limited to market exchange principles
but are invariably accompanied by gift-giving. However, existing studies have not undertaken a theo-
retical reexamination of sexual practices using the concept of the gift. Thus, this paper identifies the

reexamination of sexual practices from the perspective of “gift exchange” as a future research agenda.
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The Feudal World of the Todo Domain and the Ueno Tenjin Festival:

A Festival for the Domain, a Festival for the Shogunate and a Festival for the People

Ryuji Yoshida

The Ueno Tenjin Festival, which developed in the castle town of Iga Ueno, is a typical example
of a modern castle town festival that evolved in early modern times. Such festivals, known generi-
cally as hikiyama matsuri (festivals of decorated floats pulled by hand) became established in the lat-
ter Edo period. From the perspective of feudal domain research, this paper examines the kind of so-
cial significance these festivals had for ruling feudal clans.

The Todo clan, which controlled the castle town of Iga Ueno in feudal times, ruled over a wide
area spanning the three domains of Tsu, Iga, and Jowa, each having a different geopolitical character.
The Tsu Hachimangu Shrine Festival, the Ueno Tenjin Festival, and the Kasuga Wakamiya “Onmat-
suri” Festival that developed in these three domains were all representative of their respective “small
basin universes.” A comparative study of the nature of these festivals in the feudal world of the T6dd
domains reveals that the Tsu Hachimangu Shrine Festival served as a “domain festival” for showcas-
ing and reaffirming the power of the ruling clan; the Kasuga Wakamiya “Onmatsuri” Festival was an
“official festival” for the shogunate’s rule of Yamato Province that was obligatory to attend; and the
Ueno Tenjin Festival was a “folk festival” that the castle town’s people were free to organize accord-
ing to their economic power and creativity. It was due to these differences in standing within the feu-

dal world of the time that the Ueno Tenjin Festival later evolved into a hikiyama matsuri.
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