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An Exhibition “Miike Coal Mine with a Focus on Memories Embraced
in Kansai, Commemorating the 20th Anniversary of Its Closure”
in the Historical Present:

From a Perspective Concerning Objects, Re-presentations, Exhibitions, and Minorities

Eriko Aoki

Located across Omuta City, Fukuoka and Arao City, Kumamoto, the Miike Coal Mine was a
centre of socio-political movements around 1960, but it eventually closed in 1997. Today, its repre-
sentation as a part of the UNESCO World Heritage Sites, registered in 2015 as Japan's Meiji Indus-
trial Revolution, gives a totally different image to the mine from the one around 1960. In 2017, an
exhibition entitled “Tanko no Kioku to Kansai: Miike Tanko Heizan 20-nen Ten” [Miike Coal Mine
with a focus on memories embraced in Kansai, commemorating the 20th anniversary of its closure]
was held at the Osaka Prefectural Labor Center. The author acted as a member of its executive com-
mittee, Kansai, Tanko to Kioku no Kai [the Kansai group for the coal mine and its memories], from
2013 to 2017. This article clarifies how the exhibition could be placed in the context of historical pre-
sent, from a perspective concerning objects, re-presentations, exhibitions, and minorities, reflecting on

the author’s experiences.
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Is Journalism a Profession?:

A Comparative Analysis of the Codes of Ethics in the Japanese Media Industry

Tetsuo Hatanaka

This study aims to discuss professionalism within Japanese journalism. To start a consideration,
two representative codes of ethics of the Japanese media industries, the Canon of Journalism and the
Fundamental Code of Broadcasting Ethics, are selected as its subjects. In the process, these codes are
compared with the codes of ethics presented by lawyers and doctors that are socially regarded as the
epitome of professionals, along with that of the organizations of journalists in the U.S. and the U.K.
as well as of the labor unions of the Japanese newspaper industry. The results confirmed that these
two present codes are far from encouraging professionalism among Japanese journalists or working as
the fundamentals to be referred to at times of difficulties. Nevertheless, it should be noted that any
code of ethics cannot be the definite criterion to distinguish between professional and non-

professional and thus the insight acquired from this study covers only limited topics.
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A Case Study of the Transnational Community of Chinese IT Professionals:

Focusing on the Parents of Immigrant Workers Living in
Shibazono Danchi Housing Complex, Kawaguchi City, Saitama, Japan

Meifang Yan

Shibazono Danchi public housing complex in Kawaguchi City, Saitama, is known as an
immigrant-dense residential center, where a large part of its population consists of Chinese IT profes-
sionals. The preceding studies have presented two different opinions regarding community building
among these Chinese IT professionals in Shibazono Danchi. The first view is that they cannot build
their own ethnic community at this housing complex because of their highly mobile backgrounds. The
second is that the Chinese residents in Shibazono succeeded in forming a particular community of
their own. This study agrees with the latter opinion, focusing on the parents of these Chinese IT pro-
fessionals and introduce the findings: These Chinese IT professionals brought their parents from back
home to live with them during child rearing, to make maximum use of the points-based preferential
immigration treatment system of the Japanese government for highly-skilled foreign professionals.
The parents of the IT professional immigrants from China, who could not speak Japanese, came to
build their anonymous community by gathering at public spaces such as the parks and the other open
spaces in the Danchi site as their social nodes and by using social media like WeChat. This phenome-
non bolsters the formation of Chinese community among immigrant IT professionals in Shibazono
Danchi in spite of their high mobility.

Keywords: Transnational communities, Highly-skilled foreign professionals, Grandparenting
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Poverty and its Solutions for Older Women in Japan:

Achieving Minimum Living Security Centered on Public Pensions
Based on the Perspective of Gender Theory

Jing Wang

Recently, society has shown its increasing attention to the issue of poverty among older adults.
However, there is little research on poverty among older individuals from a gender perspective. In
fact, among older adults, the female poverty rate is higher, with the poverty rate of single older
women reaching 40%. This article studies the examples of living conditions of older women with re-
tirement benefits and various statistical data to analyze the issue of poverty among female older adults
in Japan.

From the perspective of gender disparity, the traditional gender concepts and Japanese employ-
ment practices are analyzed as the causes of poverty among older women. Then, the poverty problem
of these women in Japan is examined, considering the low level of pension benefits which is insuffi-
cient to ensure the income of the older persons. As a future agenda, an establishment of a minimum
standard pension as well as an expansion and an improvement of housing security policies are pro-
posed.
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The Actual Counseling and Consultation Needs of Middle-Aged
Hikikomori People in the Ordinance-Designated Cities of Osaka:

A Study on the Results of the Municipal Surveys on their Living Conditions

Kazutaka Awaji

This study reveals the counseling and consultation needs of middle-aged people in severe social
withdrawal conditions called hikikomori in Osaka and Sakai, the ordinance-designated cities of Osaka
Prefecture, based on the survey results of their living conditions published by these cities.

The surveys suggest these three characteristics: 1) A high percentage of middle-aged hikikomori
people do not wish to discuss with someone about their distress, while some of them wish to talk to
people about their everyday concerns; 2) Many of them are worried about their illness, feelings, and /
or the other health conditions, but a high percentage of them do not actually talk to anyone about
their everyday concerns; 3) They are reluctant to consult with relevant institutions.

The challenge is to establish outreach methods for these people so that they can talk with rele-
vant institutions about their hidden distress. For example, community-based social work outlets such
as a community general support center and an institution that provides self-reliance support for poor
and needy persons can discover a case of hikikomori in middle age through outreach from time to
time. These institutions have to understand the counseling and consultation needs of socially with-

drawn middle-aged people.
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What was “Special Lending” in the Corona Disaster?:

Clues from Diet Deliberations and Reports

Koji Yamaguchi

Due to the spread of the novel coronavirus, in 2020, the number of people who were forced to
lose their jobs or close their businesses and were in need of livelihood increased rapidly due to gov-
ernment requests such as the cancellation of large-scale events and nationwide school closures.

At the request of the government, the National Council of Social Welfare (hereinafter referred to
as “Shakyo”) have decided to provide a special loan such as emergency small amount funds for living
welfare funds (hereinafter referred to as “special loan”) to people who are in need of living funds due
to a decrease in income caused by the Corona disaster, starting from March 25, 2020.

With regard to special loans, priority was given to remitting loans more quickly and quickly at
the request of the government, and loan applications increased sharply without being able to provide
careful consultation and assistance, resulting in an unprecedented scale of loans.

Based on this background, in this research note,

1. The establishment and characteristics of “special lending” will be discussed.
2. We will consider the impact of “special loans” on social cooperative workplaces and social coop-

eration staff.
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