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Personal Safety for Social Workers :

Coping with Harassment and Violence from Clients

Takanori Shimizu

In recent years, while people’s concern for harassment from clients has been increasing, the legal
system and response manuals are as failing to keep up. In particular, social service staff and medical
staff for clients with multiple and severe needs are more likely to suffer beyond just harassment, in-
cluding physical violence. Therefore, through a comparison of the response guidelines for social
workers in the U.K., a leader in this field, and the response guidelines for nursing staff in Japan, the
safety measures for social workers in the field will be examined from both an institutional and case-
work aspect.
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I M B U B A R R RE R 3 & B

Issues of Policy Against Poverty in the COVID-19 Pandemic

Megumi Sunawaki

The COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated the employment problems of those with unstable live-
lihoods, in particular non-regular workers, freelance workers, women, and single people, who have
been marginalized in the employment and social security systems since before the pandemic. It also
highlighted the absence and weak points of the social security systems for these groups. In this paper,
I will clarify the current situation regarding the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on employment,
hiring, and income, and then focus on the various systems that deal with the problem of living in
poverty : predominantly unemployment insurance for loss of employment and absence from work ;
the welfare fund lending system, the second safety net between unemployment insurance and public
welfare ; and the public assistance system, the last safety net. This paper examines how each of these
systems has responded to the COVID-19 pandemic from the perspectives of “selection” and “inclu-
sion”. Finally, I will clarify the limitations of social policies, social insurance, and workfare social se-

curity systems that are centered on regular workers (male breadwinners).
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The Importance of the Universal Pension System and
Guaranteeing the Pension Rights of Older Persons
and Persons with Disabilities (2) :

The Unconstitutionality of the 2012 Pension Amendment Act

TANAKA Akihiko

This paper discusses the lawsuit challenging the constitutionality of pension reduction at
Wakayama district court, and discusses, from the perspective of guaranteed universal pensions and the
pension rights of the older persons and persons with disabilities, unconstitutionality and illegality of
the 2012 Pension Amendment Act and the 2013 and 2014 cabinet orders which were the direct basis
for the 2013 and 2014 reductions in the pension amounts of the plaintiffs.

In this issue, we first consider the nature and characteristics of public pensions, and clarify that
the purpose of public pensions is at least to guarantee the Right to Life — the guarantee of a mini-
mum standard of living — and that the introduction of national treasury contributions and the adop-
tion of a sliding scale system embody the government’s obligation to guarantee the Right to Life.
Next, we clarify that the National Pension Act was enacted in order to realize the universal pension
policy ; that the compulsory application to low-income earners and unemployed persons and the con-
tribution exemption system were institutionalized in the National Pension Act in order to realize the
universal pension system ; that the national treasury bears the burden, even during the period of con-
tribution exemption ; and that the supplementary welfare pensions with mitigated contribution pay-
ment requirements and transitional welfare pensions for those who are not eligible for the contributory

national pension system at the time of implementation are both fully funded by the national treasury.
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Exploring Sex as Culture in the Edo Period :
“Shikido Okagami” Volume 5 “Shikido Kokagami” as an Ethnography

Du Zheng

The purpose of this paper is to deepen our understanding of the social culture of the Edo period

i

and sex as culture by studying the fifth volume of the “Shikido Okagami,” commonly known as the
“Shikido Kokagami” and published by Kizan Fujimoto in 1678, as an ethnography and relating it to
various studies on the society of the Edo period. In the first chapter, I use the concept of the Japanese
household, the ie, as a vertical thread to understanding the entire society of the Edo period from the
aspects of consumption, sexuality, and culture. In Chapter 2, I will read the “Shikido Kokagami,”
which is considered the central text in the “Shikido Okagami,” as an ethnography. Through the above
discussion, I will confirm the validity of reading both the “Shikido Kokagami” and the “Shikido Oka-
gami” as ethnographies. At the same time, I will add ethnographic content to previous studies, present
a theoretical critique, and present one aspect of sexuality as culture in Japanese society during the

Edo period.
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